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J~ 12, 2002

The HDncB'ble Pona.ld L. .Evans

S CCX'CtaIY

U.S .Department of Comtnsrce
141h S1Ieot and CDIJStitution Avenue, NW

Washington. DC 20230

Dear Secretary Evans.:

As you know:J the: New Yark Dep~~t ofSta.te (nOS) recctltly announ~ed that tbc
proposed route for tho Mi11enniurn Pipeli£Le is iIwDU6\stent with th= pDlici~ of the N~ York State
Coaatal Managcm=rt Program- On June 7, Millennium Pipeline Company, L.P.. tha buildcr of the
p;pe1ine~ fi1cd a Notice of Appea.1 with th= Department of CCb:l.mcrce (DOC) in an cfrOrT. to
QvertUrt], the State's decision. B~fore the appeals process movcs 1irrwW any tUr1her. we, urge
DOC to condnct infonnatio:lJA1 brlc;fings md public: hearings in Wcstc~ster Coun.ty.

During tho pip=lme review proc5S, we Qallcd on the F~ Energy Rcg1iJatO;ry
Commission (F'.c;RC) ID hold weU.pubIici~ed %neetings so that aU in~esred parties could be heard.
The ag~es chargcd with resp~ibility for rcvicwing 1hc propgscd pipc]ine have a duty to
iufonn the p1lb~c ofthB a.ppeals pIDCCSB, carcfully ,listen to 8.1:14 weigh the vi8Wa of the potennaIly-
:impacted eDmmU1]jties~ a.ud allow the people orNew Yozk to fiilly parti~pate in the process. .
Today, we are asking DOC to meet With elected c.ffiQj4ls and the public~ and to respot1d to the
lcgitimate and serious concerns raised by the PJ'Cpo~e4 route of the pipelMc.,

It is vitally in1porta11t that DOC bs ~spOll.»ive tg ~t;zerJ a:t'\d. elected cffic,id iDJI1IIties. We
know that 1~UltIeI"DUS cofJ1munitym=abet$ have ~ed DOC fcJ" materlals related 1:0 the appeal
We nxge DOC. m addition to hostine public hearing6~ 'tg promptly respond to our ~onsnm=to'i.
~ueBts.

It is iIIcumbont upon DOC. like FBRC. to meet Ute high standard of review and

cortlmunity parti~ipatiOJl demanded by ~ a lqe. comp~ aDd SQ:rISitivc project. Cl-ly~ r;lo$e
community consultation should be an inT.e~ part o.fDOC's p~ceedings. Thank you for your
att~tian to this tn~tter" and we look forward to your response.

Sinoerely,

~ ;,f "'
ita M. Lowey .

Member gf Co:ngresB
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT DF CDMMERCE
Na~lanal Oceanic and A~maspharlc AdmlnlBtra~lan
Washington, D.C. 2023D

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL

JUL 2 5 2002

Hillary Rodham Clinton
Senator
Congress of the United States
Washington, D.C. 20515

Nita M. Lowey
Member of Congress
Congress of the United States
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Senator Clinton and Congresswoman Lowey:

Thank you very much for your joint letter,to the Secretary of
Commerce (Secretary) concerning the objection of the New York
Department of State (New York State) to the Millennium Pipeline
Company, L.P., (Millennium Pipeline) application for a F.E.R.C.
permit to operate a natural gas pipeline. Since this appeal is
now before the Secretary for review ~der the Coastal Zone
Management Act (CZMA), I am responding on his behalf.

New York State's participation in the federal Coastal Zone
Management Program, authorized by the CZMA, entitles it to require
applicants for a Federal license or permit, affecting the coastal
uses or resources of New York, to be consistent with New York
State's federally approved coastal management program. The CZMA
also allows applic~nts, in this case Millennium Pipeline, who have
received an objection from a state with an approved coastal
program, to appeal to the Secretary of Conunerce to allow the
proposed activity to be permitted if "the Secretary finds the
proposed activity is consistent with the objectives of the CZMA or
otherwise necessary in the interest of national security. "

16 U.S.C. 1456(c)(3)(A).

Millennium Pipeline filed an appeal with the Secretary on Friday,
June 7, 2002. Therefore, the subject of your letter is now a
matter for decision by the Secretary based on the administrative
record and therefore my response is limited to procedural matters.

You have inquired about the procedures for this consistency
appeal, requested a public hearing and asked that the Department
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of Commerce be responsive to requests for information from the
people of the State of New York. The development of an
administrative record, including briefs and supplementary
information submitted by both New York State and MillenniumI
Pipeline is undertaken by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration's (NOAA) Office of General Counsel. NOAA will
handle this consistency appeal in the normal course, applying the
rules of procedure provided in 15 CFR 930 Subpart H. Your request
for a public hearing, and those of other requesters, will be
considered and ruled upon as quickly as normal administrative
procedures allow. We will notify your offices when such a
decision is made.

As part of the regular consistency appeal procedures, there will
be an opportunity for public comment on the consistency appeal.
Notice of the opportunity for public comment will be provided in
the Federal Register and in the newspapers of the localities
affected by the proposed activity. We have added your letter to
the administrative record and look forward to receiving your
comments on the effects of Millennium Pipeline's proposed activity
on the coastal uses and resources of New York and any other
substantive' issues during that time. We will be sure to notify
your offices of the public comment period in a timely manner.
Further inquiries should be addressed to Karl Gleaves, Office,of
General Counsel for Ocean Services, (301) 713-2967, extension 204.

Sincerely,

~,::::fwt~
General Counsel


